
   
      This week we 
celebrate the Twenty 
Eighth Sunday of the 
Year. In the Gospel 
Jesus tells a parable 
about a wealthy king 
who gives a wedding 
banquet for his son. The 
invited guests decide not 
to go. Right away we 

judge the invited guests and question their 
sanity. If a king is inviting, why wouldn’t you 
go? But that is the story. So then the king 
invited anyone from the streets and they do 
show up. A few of the second group were not 
ready for the banquet, but on the whole the 
second group accepted the king’s generosity 
and sat at his table. Each and everyday Jesus 
invites us to come to the feast. How have we 
responded? Do we make time for the king, or 
are we just too busy?  Nothing like a good story 
to make us think! 
 This weekend you will find a number of 
pages in the bulletin dedicated to the Annual 
Parish Report. I would like to begin by saying a 
parish report is more than just a financial 
report...it is a snapshot of the parish and its 
activities from July 1, 2013 thru June 30, 2014. 
With this in mind, we have included a page that 
describes in a concise manner much of the 
activity going on at St. Agnes. I hope that this 
page helps us spread some of the good news 

(Continued on page 3) 

Fr. John’s Column 

    When the king came in to 
meet the guests (at the 

feast), he saw a man there 

not dressed in a wedding 

garment (Matt 22:11). 

   In our family there is a baptismal 
garment that was worn by four 
generations of infants, beginning with 
Great Grandma, who was baptized in 
1910. Here child, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren all wore it when 
they were baptized—all but one. I was 
designated the keeper of the garment. It 
was delicate, so I kept it folded inside a 

cotton pillowcase in a safe place. When it came time for the baptism of Great 
Grandchild Number Three, I couldn’t find it. Heartbroken we had to go with a 
store bought replacement. I guessed that I had accidentally thrown it out with 
some old sheets. 
 There are two parts to today’s Gospel. The first is about a great feast to which 
those initially invited fail to RSVP. They’re busy or not interested or even hostile 
to the idea of the feast. Upon their rejection, the host of the banquet sends out his 
servants to invite all and sundry, “good and bad alike.”   
 A great feast, described lusciously in Isaiah, of juicy, rich foods and pure, 
choice wines—why would anyone refuse? Sadly, there are those whose eyes are 
not open to abundance. Remember that great quote from Auntie Mame? “Life is a 
banquet and most poor suckers are starving to death.” It’s one thing to starve 
because there is no food or because others are hoarding. But to starve with an 
invitation to a banquet in hand—how sad. 
 When we go to worship, I wonder how many of us fail to see the feast, I do. I 
go to direct the choir or out of habit or to be a good example to my young ones, 
but too often I miss it. And, if truth be told, sometimes we do a fair job of 
disguising the banquet as one long, tedious exercise. But still, what we need to be 
happy, to be healthy, to be holy is right there, if we only have eyes to see.  
 The second part of today’s Gospel is a harsh encounter between the host of 
the banquet and a poor slob who showed up without his wedding garment. He is 
not only asked to leave, but bound hand and foot and cast out into the darkness. 
 Of course the point is not style, nor is it a great idea to use this as an 
opportunity to castigate the folks who come to Mass in jeans. (Please don’t!) The 
point is that just showing up isn’t enough. We must prepare ourselves to take part 
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This Week at St. Agnes Masses for the Week 

Saint Agnes Parish and Catholic School 
Mission...to welcome, nurture, and serve the  

people and children of God— generation to  
generation, guiding souls and growing minds. 

 

St. Agnes Parish Information 

MONDAY,   OCTOBER 13 

NO MASS 

TUESDAY,   OCTOBER 14 

 7:15 AM    Claudia Hrovat Barber by Pat & Diane Durcinka 

WEDNESDAY,   OCTOBER 15 

7:15 AM    Joseph Siemianowski by Family 

THURSDAY,   OCTOBER 16 

8:15 AM  Bob & Nancy Perkins by St. Agnes Catholic School Students 

FRIDAY,   OCTOBER 17 

7:15 AM    Sandy Perry  

SATURDAY,  OCTOBER 18 

5:00 PM   Peter T. Fagan, M.D. by Family 

5:00 PM   Claudia Hrovat Barber by James & Rosemary Ciaccio 

5:00 PM   Jean Smith by Lynda & Billie Gromala 

5:00 PM   Robert Gilfoy, Jr.-1st Anniversary by Mom 

SUNDAY,   OCTOBER 19 

7:30 AM   Al Somer by Fran 

7:30 AM  Claudia Hroval Barber by Paul & Sue Bonick 

7:30 AM  Helen Teska by Barbara Lupien 

9:00 AM  Jane & Kelly McDermott by William 

9:00 AM  Deceased Members of Stapleton Family by Millie 

9:00 AM  Estelle Gavenda by Filomena & Pasquale Sabino 

11:00 AM  Christian Koepke by Family 

11:00 AM  Diane Siewert by Lynda Gromala 

 

 

  

MONDAY,  OCTOBER 13 

Columbus Day       Parish & School Offices Closed 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER 14 

3:00-3:45 PM    Kid’s Choir 

6:30-8:00 PM    Religious Ed 

7:00 PM    Ensemble  

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER 15 

1:00-2:30 PM    Rosary 

7:00 PM    RCIA 

7:00 PM    Chancel Choir 

THURSDAY,   OCTOBER 16 

Nothing Scheduled 

FRIDAY,  OCTOBER 17 

7:00 PM-8:00 AM   PADS 

SATURDAY,   OCTOBER 18 

Nothing Scheduled 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 19 

Nothing Scheduled 

 

     

 

 

 

  

 

 

BAPTISMS:  

2nd & 4th  Sundays of the month.  
Please call the Parish Office at least 
one month before the date of the 
Baptism to make arrangements.  Must 
be registered parishioners and attend a 
class. 
MARRIAGES: 

Engaged couples should make 
arrangements with the pastor at least 
six months before the wedding date.  
No arrangements should be made 
before the desired date has been 
confirmed after an initial interview has 
taken place. 
ADORATION CHAPEL HOURS: 

The Adoration Chapel is open 7 days a 
week from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  To 
sign up to adore, please call Angie 
Fiello 755-3081 or Patrick Ambler 
798-5011.   

PARISH:     1501Chicago Road 
                     Chicago Heights, IL  60411 
 
Rev. John Siemianowski, Pastor 

Rev. Tom Kasputis, Associate Pastor 

Rev. William T. O’Mara,  

Resident Assistant 

 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Kay Ashby ……………...708-709-2694  
Web Site……...www.stagnes-parish.org 
Email………….parish.stagnes-chicago          
             @archchicago.org 
DEACONS: 
Tom & Julie Nowak...…... 708-754-6113 
Dave & Carol Brothers….708-755-7252 
DIRECTOR OF  MUSIC & 

LITURGY: 

Carl R. Opat……………..708-709-2696 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT: 
Karen Zerante…………... 708-709-2092 

RCIA/MARRIAGE PREP: 

Carol Brothers ..................... 708-709-2699 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 

Aline Keith .......................... 708-709-2694 

MINISTRY OF CARE COORDINATOR: 

Call Parish Office ................ 708-709-2694 
 
SCHOOL OFFICE: 
Matthew Lungaro, Principal 
Ellen Christie. ..................... 708-756-2333 
 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES: 

Sundays:………...7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
Weekdays .. .Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday            
 ................................................... .7:15 a.m. 
Thursdays  ................................. 8:15 a.m. 
Saturdays ...................................5:00 p.m. 
Holy Days………7:15 a.m. or announced 
CONFESSIONS: 

Saturday ............................ 4:00-4:30 p.m. 
 



Fr. John’s Column Continued Continued 

that is happening here at St. Agnes each and every day! 
 The financial report also gives us some good news as well. 
Last year we reduced an operating deficit from the previous 
year by $321,932. We experienced increases in revenue for 
both the school and the parish and reduced our expenses as 
well. During the year we completed the organ project and 
reduced our capital debt by $144,335. This is important since 
the capital debt carries a higher interest rate. The operating 
deficit for last year was $1,205 and the extraordinary deficit 
was $29,744. Together the total deficit was $30,949. Though 
the final goal is a report with no deficit, all in all, this year was 
a good year and we hope our present year will be even better. 
Thank you for your continued support of the mission of St. 
Agnes Catholic Church and School. 
 One more project this is in the hopper that I’d like to ask 
your help with is replacing the lights on the front of the church 
and rectory. The lights have been there for about twenty years 
and are showing their age. Rust and corrosion have rendered 
some of them useless. We are now working to replace them and 
we estimate this may cost about $5,000. If anyone would like to 
contribute to this project, please put your donation in a separate 
envelope and make it “lights!” and we will add it to this fund. 
Any excess we will keep in reserve for the next project, or to 
pay down our capital debt.  As always, thank you! 
 Finally, congratulations to Sr. Santina DeLuca who is 
celebrating her 50th Jubilee next weekend at St. Kieran. Sr. 
Santina is one of our Springfield Dominicans and was a big part 
of  St. Kieran School. Presently she is part of St. Agnes School, 
so we joyfully wish her the best on this important occasion. 
Congrats Sister! 

(Continued from page 1) in the feast, and the white wedding garment—or baptismal 
garment—is symbolic of that inner preparation. 
 What happens to that bright hope of our baptism? Do we 
misplace it, as I did our precious baptismal dress? Why do 
some people wander off? Hurt by the boorish behavior of a 
priest or Catholic school teacher or another member of our 
congregation? Rejected because of who we married or because 
we’re gay or too liberal or too conservative or because we sent 
our kids to public school? Or did we just get bored or busy or 
lazy? 

 Maybe our baptismal garment shouldn’t be tucked away in 
a safe place. Maybe it should be worn proudly in plain sight, 
precious and delicate as it may be. Maybe this kind of garment 
grows brighter and stronger with wear. 
 Several years after we had to resort to the substitute gown, 
I was showing our girl child the clothes she had worn as a baby 
and there it was—the now 100 year old baptismal garment, 
folded inside the pillowcase, right where I had left it. We might 
lose our faith, but we can find it again—and even pass it on to 
the next generation to wear proudly and in plain sight. 

Stewardship of Treasure 

      Week of   October 5, 2014  
 

  Budget:  $10,000.00 
  Actual:      8,749.31 
    -   1,250.69 
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Discipleship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           I can do all things in him who strengthens me.  
                                                         — Philippians 4:13 

 

 Job Fair @ PSC 

On October 30th, you are invited to Infant Jesus of Prague for a 
great adult session on the Sacraments of Initiation and how we 
respond to God’s invitation. The presenter is Father Richard 
Fragomeni, His presentations not only speak to the heart but 
will bring a smile to your face! Please join in at 7:00 PM for the 
presentation followed by questions at 8:00 PM 

Adult Formation at IJP 

 EVENT:      Annual Fall Job Fair 
 
WHEN:        Wednesday, October 15th 
 
TIME;          10 AM TO 1 PM 
 
PLACE:       Prairie State College, Halsted Street 

 
    Free to the public! 

 

    Please bring plenty of resumes! 

 

    Business attire is required! 
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Readings for the Week 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — On this mountain the LORD will make 
for all peoples a feast of rich food and choice wines 
(Isaiah 25:6-10a). 
Psalm — I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life (Psalm 23). 
Second Reading — God will supply whatever you need 
(Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20). 
Gospel — I have prepared my banquet, and everything is 
ready. Come to the feast! (Matthew 22:1-14 [1-10]). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-
tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31 — 5:1;  
 Ps 113:1b-5a, 6-7; Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday: Gal 5:1-6; Ps 119:41, 43-45, 47-48;  
 Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday: Gal 5:18-25; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 11:42-46 
Thursday: Eph 1:1-10; Ps 98:1-6; Lk 11:47-54 
Friday: Eph 1:11-14; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13;  
 Lk 12:1-7 
Saturday: 2 Tm 4:10-17b; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18;  
 Lk 10:1-9 
Sunday: Is 45:1, 4-6; Ps 96:1, 3-5, 7-10;  
 1 Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21 

With thanks for the little acts of kindness that make the days 

fly by....to all who donated pet food and products for local pet 
shelters...to our Resurrection Choir...to Mrs. G. for leading and 
teaching the rosary to RE classes...and the list continues... 

With Kind Thoughts 

Are you homebound because of illness, disability, or 

age? Are you residing in a nursing home? 

 
We would like to keep you connected to the parish family by 
visiting you and bringing you the Eucharist. We are the  
Ministers of Care of St. Agnes parish, prepared and commis-
sioned through an Archdiocesan program to serve you in these 
situations, be they temporary or long-term. But we cannot re-
spond to your need unless you make us aware of it. Hospitals 
and nursing homes do not notify us about your admission or 
discharge. Privacy laws restrict them from doing so. So please 
let us know of your need, or the need of a family member, by 
calling the parish office. 

Holy Name Says Thanks 

The Holy Name thanks everyone for attending their fall Pan-
cake Breakfast!  Special thanks to these sponsors who donated 
raffle prizes:  Glenwoodie Golf Club, Phil Robbins-Golf Pro 
         Skyline Restaurant 
          Shannon Millhouse 
         Rich Hummel 
         Jerry Pilachowski 
         The Kapocius, Nowak  
                       & Wegrzyn Families 

Sick  or Homebound? 

In Sympathy 

 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of : 
 
                     Harry “Bud” Fisher III 

 

May he rest in peace. 

St. Agnes Cookbook 

 

 
Hot off the presses! The Home & School  
Society is proud to present the St. Agnes 
Parish Cookbook with over 130 delicious reci-
pes from school and parish families. A big 
thank you to all of our parents and parishion-
ers who contributed recipes. Cookbooks will 
be sold after all masses this weekend, or you 
can order through the school or parish offic-
es.  The cost is $10 each...and don’t forget, 
they make great gifts or stocking stuffers!  
Thank you for your support. 
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Liturgy Corner 

          ...Year of Sacraments    

We get hurt. We wear out. The lungs, eyes, memory 
and any of our many limbs and organ that compose us 
break or ache. Gloom comes over us then: pity for our- 
selves, sorrow, depression, anger. But hope can come, 
too, and courage and sometimes peace. 
All of this is marked and celebrated in the rites of our 
tradition. With a word and a deed, with touch and 
breath and spit and mud, Jesus heals those who ail. In 
every place and time, we who are the church remember 
and tell stories of healing, anoint the sick with oil and 
share the one bread even with those who cannot assem-
ble for Mass. Thus the sick and the healthy, the home-
bound and the spry, saints and sinners are made one 
and remain one, a single body of many parts. 
Anyone who is seriously ill can be anointed, including 
the elderly who become weaker, even if no illness is 
present; those waiting for surgery when a serious con-
dition is the reason for the operation; sick children who 
have sufficient use of reason to be helped by the cele-
bration; and those who are unconscious or who have 
lost the use of reason, provided that they probably 
would have asked for the sacrament had they the use of  
their faculties. Furthermore, many forms of mental ill-
ness are now known to be serious. So the mentally ill 
may be anointed, provided that they will be helped and 
not harmed by the rite. If you have questions, consult a 
priest or other parish leader. 
The most complete celebration of the sacrament is a 
communal one, a celebration in which those to be 
anointed are surrounded and supported by other mem-
bers of the Christian community, whether at home, or 
in the house of the church (for those who can leave 
their beds and come here). In song and in silence, with 
scriptures and prayers, we strengthen the bonds of love 
and faith that are stronger than the  most lethal disease 
and more powerful even than death. 
 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be 

CELEBRATED AT ALL MASSES on OCTOBER 25 

AND 26TH. We sometimes think that this is only a 

sacrament for those nearing death, but that is not the 

purpose of this healing sacrament. We invite anyone 

of any age who is ill physically or feeling the advance-

ment of years, or suffering from mental stress or anxi-

ety, to receive this anointing. 

When you arrive for mass, please take a name tag and 

then sit anywhere you wish in church. After the homi-

ly Father will bless and pray over the oils and invite 

those who are able to come forward for anointing. 

Pews will be also be reserved for those who have diffi-

culty walking, and Father will come to them for the 

anointing of the sick. 

...Anointing of the Sick      October 25 & 26 
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                       ST. AGNES STEWARDSHIP REPORT JULY 1, 2013-JUNE 30, 2014  

Our Parish Population:           575 households   1425 individuals     18 newly registered fami-

lies          125 families not registered                Average Weekly Mass Attendance: 625 (Oct. 2013)  

Sacramental Preparation Programs: 108 parents prepared for  Baptism of child by Deacon 

Dave Brothers      3 adult candidates prepared for Baptism and full entry into the Catholic Church 

by 7 members of  the RCIA Team          30 students prepared for First Eucharist and Reconcilia-

tion by 2 catechists  

Sacraments Celebrated: 421 Masses       33 Funerals      62 Baptisms          33 First Euchar ists  

49 Confirmations   33 First Reconciliations     13 Marriages    170 Communal-Anointing of the 

Sick            22 Anointing of the Sick-Home Visits  

Education and Faith Formation Programs: 238 students (Pre K-8th
) taught by 12 teachers 

and 2 aides         91 Religious Ed students (1st-8th) taught by 8 catechists and 2 aides    6 children 

met weekly for Children's Liturgy of  the Word led by I catechist      45 men and women experi-

enced the Living the Eucharist Lenten program hosted by 6 group members  

Liturgy Assistance:  34 lectors   72 altar  servers    17 ushers    79 choir  members singing 

in 5 choirs      9 adult cantors      27 student cantors at weekly school mass            4 instrumen-

tal musicians     4 sacristans      62 Eucharistic Ministers (weekend masses)        8 Eucharistic 

Ministers (school mass)        10 environmental team         8 liturgy team  

Parish Outreach: 700 visits with Holy Communion to home bound by 9 Ministers of Care            

48 grocery gift cards were supplied to those in need from the Dorothy Day Fund through the Par-

ish and the Holy Name Society      14 girls were led by 3 leaders in Girl Scouts            Athletic 

Association, Board and coaches mentored girls/boys basketball, football, cheerleading, girls vol-

leyball      14 high school students participated in Good Friday Stations of the Cross and the Live 

Nativity/Students in Service PB&J Drive          Lenten, Summer and Thanksgiving Food Drives to 

benefit Respond Now and Catholic Charities @ St. Irenaeus         PADS used Isaiah Hall October 

through April serving dinner, breakfast and handing out sack lunches       Shawl Ministry knitted 

baby afghans for  babies baptized during the year 

Parish Administration and Councils: Par ish Finance Committee serves with 5 members and 

meets 6 times a year                     School Advisory Board meets 10 times a year with 10 members  

Parish/School Functions/Fundraisers: 50+ volunteers set up, took down, cooked and served 

at Annual Spaghetti Dinner             60+ volunteers set up, took down, worked the Annual St.   

Agnes Fest             Holy Name Pancake Breakfasts held 2 times a year       Catholic Women's 

Club sponsored Holly Raffle and Hospitality           Home & School sponsored family and school 

events throughout school year  



 

     NOTES TO ANNUAL REPORT 

a) Includes stipends, stole fees, candles, donations, rental income, interest income 

b) Includes donations, food service income, interest income 

c) Includes Athletic Association expenses, ministerial programs, altar & liturgical supplies, school meal program 

expenses, hospitality, dues & subscriptions, gifts, rectory expenses, conferences, furnishing/equipment 

d) Includes Archdiocesan Assessment, PRMAA, property & casualty insurance, car insurance, school assess 

e) PADS, Respond Now, Dorothy Day Fund 

Net Operating Surplus/Deficit               $35,841 

  

           - $4,794      - $32,252 

 

           -   $1,205 

 
Net Extraordinary Income             -  $29,744 

                                                                               

Total Surplus/Deficit              - $4,794 
 

         - $32,252              - $30,949                    $6,097 

        -  $29,744 


