
  Today we celebrate the 
Twenty Third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time.  The 
readings for the day call 
us to watch out for one 
another. Sometimes we 
hear the question, “Am I 
my brother or sister’s 
keeper?” These readings 
tell us yes we are! But 
this is not to be used 

against one another, but rather that all will be 
well and the Kingdom will unfold here on 
earth. So we are called to care for our families, 
friends and even those we don’t know, because 
when we do that we are bringing the Kingdom 
into being, here on earth. 
 This week we once again welcome back 
our choirs from their summer vacation. The 
break in the summer is a good time for our 
choirs to recharge and visit other churches to 
see what they are up to. We miss them, but are 
glad they get the needed break! We continue 
the hunt for new choir members. If you are 
interested please speak to Carl after a liturgy. 
 This weekend we are also starting our 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word during our 9:00 
Mass. After the Opening Prayer, the children 
are dismissed with Mrs. VonDrak to hear an 
age appropriate version of the Scripture. The 
children also sing songs and do a craft or color 
a worksheet. Then they come back at the 
Offertory. The only caveat is that Mrs. 
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Fr. John’s Column 

     Owe nothing to anyone, except to 

love one another. —Romans 13:8 

 

      In my college years, I was involved 
in protests against the Vietnam War. 
One evening there was a sit-in outside 
the ROTC building on my campus. 
The sit-in became increasingly less 
peaceful until some of my fellow 
protesters were chanting slogans with 
angry voices, raising their fists and 
threatening to throw rocks. As I looked 
at my friends and then at the 
frightened, fresh-faced ROTC recruits, 

it occurred to me that the only message that was coming through was rage. I was 
ashamed. A friend and I slipped away to buy hot chocolate and doughnuts and we 
took them to the back door of the ROTC building for those holed up inside. Call it 
a peace offering. 
      A person charged with telling the truth is not exempt from the other virtues. 
Quite the opposite: We cannot be effective truth-tellers if we don’t live the 
message. A quote attributed to Ralph Waldo Emerson applies here: “Who you are 
speaks so loudly that I can’t hear what you are saying.” (Perhaps this should be 
stenciled onto every pulpit in the land.) We cannot rage for peace. We cannot hit a 
child for hitting his brother. (We can call it spanking, but it’s still hitting.) We 
cannot sing, “Ubi caritas, deus ibi est,” and then gossip about another member of 
the community. 
      There’s a story about a concerned and frustrated mother whose son had an 
insatiable desire for sweets. She traveled a long distance to bring the boy to 
Gandhi, hoping the wise man would talk with her son. Gandhi told them to come 
back in two weeks. When they came back, Gandhi told the boy to stop eating so 
much sugar and the boy agreed. The mother asked Gandhi, “Bapu, why did you 
not just say this to the boy two weeks ago and save me the hardship of traveling 
back here?” Gandhi replied, “Two weeks ago I ate too many sweets. I needed to 
see if I could stop before I could counsel the boy.” 
       It is not enough to tell the truth. As St. Paul writes to his community in Rome, 
our first duty is to love. To be an effective truth-teller, we must take no joy in the 
other’s wrongdoing, even the joy of self-satisfaction in being right. As the Gandhi 
story illustrates, acknowledgment of our own faults and the willingness to change 
— these are prerequisites to telling the truth in love. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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This Week at St. Agnes Masses for the Week 

Saint Agnes Parish and Catholic School 
Mission...to welcome, nurture, and serve the  

people and children of God— generation to  
generation, guiding souls and growing minds. 

 

St. Agnes Parish Information 

MONDAY,   SEPTEMBER 8 

NO MASS 

TUESDAY,   SEPTEMBER 9 

 7:15 AM   Fr. William O’Connor 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 10 

7:15 AM   Ramona & Luis Gonzales by Laura Fleming 

THURSDAY,   SEPTEMBER 11 

8:15 AM   Victims of September 11th 

FRIDAY,   SEPTEMBER 12 

7:15 AM   Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Walsh by Family 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 13 

5:00 PM   Mary Rita Halleran by Donn & Dorothy Pries 

5:00 PM   David A. Rohn, III by Family 

5:00 PM   Nick DeLuca, Jr. and Family by Family 

5:00 PM   James Richard by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Dawson 

5:00 PM   Frank & Anna Pulec by Family 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 14 

7:30 AM   Tom Amadio, Sr. by Fran 

7:30 AM   Dr. John Goncher by Winnie 

7:30 AM  Anthony Azzarello by Family 

9:00 AM   Edward Bartusiewicz by Family 

9:00 AM   Joanne Bartolomei by Longfellow Family 

9:00 AM  Guillermo Marquez by Family 

11:00 AM   Celia & Al Mejia by Modesta Mejia 

11:00 AM  Teresa Bowman by Modesta Mejia  

11:00 AM  Claudia Hrovat Barber by Family 

 

  

MONDAY,  SEPTEMBER 8 

6:30 PM             Girl Scout Parent Mtg./Registration 

7:00 PM   Liturgy Team  

TUESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 9 

3:00-3:35 PM   Kid’s Choir 

6:30 PM   Religious Ed Parent Mtg. 

WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 10 

1:00-2:30 PM   Rosary 

7:00 PM   Chancel Choir 

THURSDAY,   SEPTEMBER 11 

7:30 PM   Ensemble  

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER 12 

Nothing Scheduled 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 13 

5:00 Mass    Kid’s Choir Sings! 

SUNDAY,   SEPTEMBER 14 

12:30 PM   Baptisms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WE REMEMBER….September 11th 

BAPTISMS:  

2nd & 4th  Sundays of the month.  
Please call the Parish Office at least 
one month before the date of the 
Baptism to make arrangements.  Must 
be registered parishioners and attend a 
class. 
MARRIAGES: 

Engaged couples should make 
arrangements with the pastor at least 
six months before the wedding date.  
No arrangements should be made 
before the desired date has been 
confirmed after an initial interview has 
taken place. 
ADORATION CHAPEL HOURS: 

The Adoration Chapel is open 7 days a 
week from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  To 
sign up to adore, please call Angie 
Fiello 755-3081 or Patrick Ambler 
798-5011.   

PARISH:     1501Chicago Road 
                     Chicago Heights, IL  60411 
 
Rev. John Siemianowski, Pastor 

Rev. Tom Kasputis, Associate Pastor 

Rev. William T. O’Mara,  

Resident Assistant 

 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Kay Ashby ……………...708-709-2694  
Web Site……...www.stagnes-parish.org 
Email………….parish.stagnes-chicago          
             @archchicago.org 
DEACONS: 
Tom & Julie Nowak...…... 708-754-6113 
Dave & Carol Brothers….708-755-7252 
DIRECTOR OF  MUSIC & 

LITURGY: 

Carl R. Opat……………..708-709-2696 
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT: 
Karen Zerante…………... 708-709-2092 

RCIA/MARRIAGE PREP: 

Carol Brothers ..................... 708-709-2699 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 

Aline Keith .......................... 708-709-2694 

MINISTRY OF CARE COORDINATOR: 

Call Parish Office ................ 708-709-2694 
 
SCHOOL OFFICE: 
Matthew Lungaro, Principal 
Ellen Christie. ..................... 708-756-2333 
 
SCHEDULE OF MASSES: 

Sundays:………...7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 
Weekdays .. .Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday            
 ................................................... .7:15 a.m. 
Thursdays  ................................. 8:15 a.m. 
Saturdays ...................................5:00 p.m. 
Holy Days………7:15 a.m. or announced 
CONFESSIONS: 

Saturday ............................ 4:00-4:30 p.m. 
 



Fr. John’s Column Continued Continued 

VonDrak and helpers do not take children to the bathroom, so 
that will be up to parents! This is just a helpful reminder to 
make Sunday mass time run a littler smoother for everyone. 
 Last weekend the St. Agnes Wildcats began their football 
season under the lights at Marian Catholic High School. Both 
the junior varsity and varsity teams won their respective games 
against St. Symphorosa. Both the offense and defense did a 
great job! The cheerleaders kept the crowds pumped up as we 
took home the victory. Thanks to the Athletic Association for 
providing the athletic program at St. Agnes. 
 Today St. Kieran is celebrating the Feast of St. Kieran and 
his patronage of their parish. Please keep our neighbors to the 
north in your prayers. 
 Tomorrow the St. Agnes eighth grade will be celebrating a 
mass and lunch together with all the eighth graders from 
Vicariate VI. It is a way for the students to connect with all the 
other schools and the wider church. Fr. Tom and I will join 
them for that mass. What a nice way to start the school year! 
 Finally, this month bulletin articles will run for the need of 
volunteers for PADS.  We are looking for volunteers to take a 
four hour shift once a month during the PADS season.  This is 
another way to be your brothers or sisters keepers. Please pray 
on it.       

(Continued from page 1)        When we love someone we cannot ignore their destructive 
behavior, but we cannot counsel them to change if we are not 
willing to change ourselves. If we are to protest for peace, we 
must be peaceful. If we are to raise healthy children, we are to 
live a healthy life. 
        People who tell us the truth in love — whether a parent, 
spouse or child; confessor, coach or counselor; or just a good 
friend — these people are invaluable to us and to our spiritual 
and emotional growth. And at some point we may be called to 
this uncomfortable task. In today’s Gospel, Jesus outlines a 
practical application of this calling, a blueprint for loving, 
effective confrontation. Interestingly, it looks very much like 
the classic intervention described in Twelve-Step programs. 
Notice that each step of the confrontation involves loving, 
prayerful presence with no other goal than the well-being of the 
person and the community to which we all belong. 
       If there is an uncomfortable conversation we are avoiding 
or some person from whom we are withholding an 
uncomfortable truth, perhaps today we can begin the process of 
loving truth-telling by praying for them. And let us also pray 
for the person who may be struggling to confront us. Pray for 
them and give thanks for them as we all limp joyfully toward 
the kingdom. 

Stewardship of Treasure 

Week of   August 31, 2014  
 

  Budget:  $10,000.00 
  Actual:      7,620.16 
                                                         -   2,379.84 
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Discipleship 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  “If two of you agree on earth 
 about anything for which they are to pray,  
 it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father.”  
    — Matthew 18:19 
 

 

Home & School @ Culver’s 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

St. Agnes Wild Cat Day at Culvers  

850 183th Street 

Homewood, IL 60430 

Thursday: September 25, 2014 

10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

 
10% of sales that day will be credited back to 
St. Agnes School.  Just present a flyer, church 

bulletin, or simply state the school’s name 
for us to receive credit for those sales. 

Please invite all of your friends and family to 
join us on  September 25 at Homewood  
Culver’s to make this event a success! 
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Readings for the Week 

TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — Warn the wicked and try to turn them 
from their ways (Ezekiel 33:7-9). 
Psalm — If today you hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts (Psalm 95). 
Second Reading — Owe nothing to anyone, except mu-
tual love (Romans 13:8-10). 
Gospel — If two agree about anything for which they 
pray, it shall be granted to them (Matthew 18:15-20). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-
tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30; Ps 13:6;  
 Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23] 
Tuesday: 1 Cor 6:1-11; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 6:12-19 
Wednesday: 1 Cor 7:25-31; Ps 45:11-12, 14-17;  
 Lk 6:20-26 
Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Ps 139:1b-3, 13-14ab,  
 23-24; Lk 6:27-38 
Friday: 1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Ps 84:3-6, 12;  
 Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22; Ps 116:12-13, 17-18;  
 Lk 6:43-49 
Sunday: Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1-2, 34-38; Phil 2:6-11;  
 Jn 3:13-17 

With thanks for the little acts of kindness that make the days 

fly by....to catechists getting ready for a new year of Religious 
Ed...to Mrs. Martello for another school year of the Smart 
Shopper program...and the list continues... 

With Kind Thoughts 

Are you homebound because of illness, disability, or 

age? Are you residing in a nursing home? 

 
We would like to keep you connected to the parish family by 
visiting you and bringing you the Eucharist. We are the  
Ministers of Care of St. Agnes parish, prepared and commis-
sioned through an Archdiocesan program to serve you in these 
situations, be they temporary or long-term. But we cannot re-
spond to your need unless you make us aware of it. Hospitals 
and nursing homes do not notify us about your admission or 
discharge. Privacy laws restrict them from doing so. So please 
let us know of your need, or the need of a family member, by 
calling the parish office. 

Seminar at St. James Chgo Hts 

 
Palliative Care or Hospice Care: Making the Appropriate 

Choice 

   
Monday, September 8th      1-2:15 PM 
Franciscan St. James Health Cornet Hall—Lower Level 
      Chicago Heights Campus 
Presenters:  Janine Rossi, RN, MSN  
An introduction to Palliative Case and Advance Directives. 
      Rakesh Chugh, MD 
The benefits of Hospice and when to engage Hospice care for a 
loved one.    
No reservation is required. Light refreshments will be served.   

Sick  or Homebound? 

 

PADS Ministry 

 
In the Gospel of Matthew, Chapter 25: 35-40, we are taught: 
When I was hungry you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me, naked 
and you clothed me. I was ill and you comforted me, in prison 
and you came to visit me. When you did any of these to the 
least of my brothers, you did them for me. 
 
On October 3rd, St. Agnes will begin its 23rd season of being 
part of the PADS program in our community. It has been 
through your efforts and with your help that this ministry has 
been so successful. Yet, there is a need for volunteers to keep 
the Gospel of Matthew alive. If you can give four hours of your 
time a month, October through April, your help would be great-
ly appreciated. We need to keep these homeless people warm, 
safe and fed. 
 
Our shelter begins on Friday evenings at 6:30 pm through Sat-
urday morning at 7:00 am. Again, shifts are four hours long. If 
any more information is needed, or if you’d like to help this 
important cause, please talk to Deacon Tom or call him at 754-
6113.  Thank you and God bless. 
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Liturgy Corner 

          ...Year of Sacraments       

 

 
 “Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love, where there is 
injury, pardon.”  
-St. Francis of Assisi  
Millions in Iraq, Syria, and Gaza are continu-
ally being displaced, murdered, and attacked, 
and the situation is increasingly becoming 
more violent. Christians are struggling to 
survive, protect their children, and live with 
dignity in dire conditions. Catholic Relief 
Services (CRS) is working tirelessly to pro-
vide for the immediate humanitarian needs 
for the most vulnerable in need in these con-
flict areas. Please pray for peace and unity 
and donate to the Middle East Collection on 
September 6th and 7th.  
To donate online please visit:  
www.ChicagoPeaceandJustice.org/special-
collection-for-the-middle-east/.  
--------------  

Prayer of St. Francis 

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. Where 
there is hatred, let me sow love; where there is inju-
ry, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there 
is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. O, Divine Master, grant 
that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to 
console; to be understood as to understand; to be 
loved as to love; For it is in giving that we receive; it 
is in pardoning that we are pardoned; it is in dying 
that we are born again to eternal life. 
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GET READY FOR SOME  

WILDCAT FOOTBALL! 

 ST. AGNES ATHLETICS 

 HOMECOMING TAILGATE PARTY   

 ALL ARE INVITED! 
St. Agnes parents, parishioners, faculty, alumni,             

former coaches & athletes     (Must be over 21 to attend) 
  

   WHEN: Saturday, September 20th   
TIME: 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

                        PLACE: St. Agnes Parish Center 
     (1 block east of Chicago Rd. & 26th St.)                  
   COST: $20.00 per person 
     Includes food and refreshments 
                                        $5.00 entry into bean bag tournament 

 

   BRING A DISH TO SHARE (dessert or side dish) 
Bonfires, food (sausage), music 

     COME OUT & SUPPORT THE ST. AGNES WILDCATS!!! 
 
—————————————————————————- 
   PLEASE RETURN BOTTOM PORTION W/PAYMENT TO PARISH OFFICE BY SEPTEMBER 15TH 
 

Name:   _______________________________ 
# Attending: ________    @ $20.00 each 
Dish to Share: _______________________________ 
Total Enclosed: ________ 
 
  
 
 


