
  

  Today we celebrate the 

Feast of Our Lord’s 

Ascension,  In the Acts 

of Apostles, the angels 

ask the disciples why 

they are standing 

looking up at the skies. 

The inference comes 

from the Gospel in 

w h i c h  J e s u s 

commissions his disciples to be witnesses to 

the world.  He calls on them to teach 

everything I have commanded you and know 

that you will be clothed with power from on 

high. Jesus’ passing into the heavens is really 

the passing on his ministry to his followers. 

Today we are given the same commission. We 

pray for the spirit and will to witness to others 

that Jesus is alive in the disciples who follow 

him.  

 I applaud the students at St. Agnes School 

for surpassing their goal of reading 5,000 books 

throughout the school year.  The deal that was 

made was that when the goal was reached, our 

principal, Mr. Lungaro would get a Mohawk 

haircut at a school assembly!  Last Friday 

morning with the entire school and Mr. 

Lungaro’s family in attendance,  he got his new 

“look” as he was cheered on by his students 

and faculty.  Thanks to Mr. Lungaro for being 

such a good sport and to Mrs. Berg for coming 

in and cutting Mr. Lungaro’s hair! 

(Continued on page 3) 

Fr. John’s Column 

    Luke’s account of the resurrection tells 

of the faithful women who come to the 

tomb only to find it empty. “Suddenly two 

men in dazzling clothes stood beside 

them” and they asked, “Why do you look 

for the living among the dead? He is not 

here, but has risen.”  Luke is also the 

author of the Acts of the Apostles. In the 

first chapter we read again of two 

mysterious men robed in white who 

“suddenly” stand beside the disciples and 

ask, “Why are you standing there looking 

at the sky? This Jesus who has been taken 

up from you into heaven will return in the same way as you have seen him going 

into heaven.” 

 I imagine being one of those women at the tomb or one of those 

disciples. How would I answer that “why” question? “Because I want him here. I 

want to talk to him again, hear his voice, see his face, feel his touch. When I was 

hurting I always felt better in his presence. With him I felt less afraid, less alone. 

And there are a few questions I forgot to ask, like: Why is this happening? What’s 

next? Will I be able to carry on without him?” 

 The women at the tomb and the disciples watching Jesus’ ascension into 

heaven didn’t have time to give an answer because in each case they were given a 

job. They were sent to tell the others. And who are “the others”? 

Well...everybody. 

 But we are not left alone to do this job. In the Incarnation Jesus took on 

the limitations of fleshly beings, and as such he could not be every place in every 

time. Only when he is risen in the flesh and the rest of us. 

 Jesus tells us where to look for him. He talks about the poor. He talks 

about sharing what we have. He doesn’t talk much about prayer. He teaches us the 

“Our Father” and he tells us not to be too showy when we pray. He talks a lot 

about love and upsets folks with his definition of neighbor. He tells us to serve 

each other—willingly, cheerfully, humbly. He talks all the time about meals—

simple meals and sitting down together, not on the run. And he tells us to share the 

bread and wine in his memory, as a community gathered in his name. Simply, he 

tells us to look for Christ in each other and to be Christ for each other. 

 I’m reminded of a novel by Alfred Alcorn called Vestments. It’s about a 

spoiled, self-centered young man who stands to inherit a fortune from his dying 

aunt. But there’s a hitch: She’s a pious Catholic woman who, in here confusion, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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This Week at St. Agnes Masses for the Week 

Saint Agnes Parish and Catholic School 
Mission...to welcome, nurture, and serve the  

people and children of God— generation to  
generation, guiding souls and growing minds. 

 

St. Agnes Parish Information 

MONDAY,  JUNE 2 

NO MASS 

TUESDAY,  JUNE 3 

 7:15 AM  Arnold Iaconi by Kevin Gratkowski 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE 4 

7:15 AM  Howard Hagemaster by Family 

THURSDAY,  JUNE 5 

8:15 AM  Charles & Emma Helsel by Family 

FRIDAY,  JUNE 6 

7:15 AM  Connie Nowak by Family 

SATURDAY,  JUNE 7 

5:00 PM  John Letko by Florence 

5:00 PM  Florence Lueder by Family 

5:00 PM  Augusta & Phillip Saia by Lois & Sam  

                                                Marchigiani 

5:00 PM  Mia Jones by Norma Bermudez 

5:00 PM  Peter T. Fagan, M.D. by Family 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 8 

7:30 AM  Sandy DeFrank by Daughters 

7:30 AM  Robert Keane by Tom & Kay Ashby  

9:00 AM  Connie Nowak by Family 

9:00 AM  Pearl Allen by Karyn Janis 

11:00 AM  Andy Faso & Armand Gasbarro by Dr. & Mrs. 

               Armand Gasbarro 

11:00 AM  Juan Mejia by Modesta Mejia 

11:00 AM  Deceased Members of Zarlego & Spotora 

   Families by John & Sally Zarlengo 

MONDAY,  JUNE 2 

5:30 -  6:15 PM   Market Day Pick-Up 

6:30 PM   Pre-School /Kindergarten 

    End of Year Program 

TUESDAY,  JUNE 3 

8:00 AM -  1:00 PM  School Fun Day! 

1:00 PM   School’s Out for Summer! 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE 4 

1:00-2:30 PM   Rosary 

7:00 PM   Baptism Class 

7:00 PM   Chancel Choir  

THURSDAY,  JUNE 5 

7:00 PM   Athletic Assn. Board 

7:30 PM   Ensemble 

FRIDAY,  JUNE 6 

Nothing Scheduled 

SATURDAY,  JUNE 7 

Nothing Scheduled 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 8 

12:30 PM   Baptisms 

2:00 PM   Dedication of New Organ/ 

    Concert & Prayer Service  

BAPTISMS:  

2nd & 4th  Sundays of the month.  

Please call the Parish Office at least 

one month before the date of the 

Baptism to make arrangements.  Must 

be registered parishioners and attend a 

class. 

MARRIAGES: 

Engaged couples should make 

arrangements with the pastor at least 

six months before the wedding date.  

No arrangements should be made 

before the desired date has been 

confirmed after an initial interview has 

taken place. 

ADORATION CHAPEL HOURS: 

The Adoration Chapel is open 7 days a 

week from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.  To 

sign up to adore, please call Angie 

Fiello 755-3081 or Patrick Ambler 

798-5011.   

PARISH:     1501Chicago Road 

                     Chicago Heights, IL  60411 

 

Rev. John Siemianowski, Pastor 

Rev. Tom Kasputis, Associate Pastor 

Rev. William T. O’Mara,  

Resident Assistant 

 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Kay Ashby ……………...708-709-2694  

Web Site……...www.stagnes-parish.org 

Email………….parish.stagnes-chicago          

             @archchicago.org 

DEACONS: 
Tom & Julie Nowak...…... 708-754-6113 

Dave & Carol Brothers….708-755-7252 

DIRECTOR OF  MUSIC & 

LITURGY: 

Carl R. Opat……………..708-709-2696 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT: 
Karen Zerante…………... 708-709-2092 

RCIA/MARRIAGE PREP: 

Carol Brothers ..................... 708-709-2699 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 

Aline Keith .......................... 708-709-2694 

MINISTRY OF CARE COORDINATOR: 

Call Parish Office ................ 708-709-2694 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE: 
Matthew Lungaro, Principal 

Ellen Christie. ..................... 708-756-2333 

 

SCHEDULE OF MASSES: 

Sundays:………...7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. 

Weekdays .. .Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday            

 ................................................... .7:15 a.m. 

Thursdays  ................................. 8:15 a.m. 

Saturdays ...................................5:00 p.m. 

Holy Days………7:15 a.m. or announced 

CONFESSIONS: 

Saturday ............................ 4:00-4:30 p.m. 

 



Fr. John’s Column Continued 

Continued 

 Congratulations to all students that are moving on up!  At 

the end of the school year there are many rites of passage—

ribbon mass, 8th grade class trip to Saugatuck, the pre-school 

and kindergarten end of year program, all school fun day, and 

of course  8th grade graduation mass and ceremony.  Good luck 

to all students going on to high schools near and far.  

Remember that St. Agnes is your home!  We look forward to 

seeing you at mass or when you come back to say hello!  

Thanks to all teachers and parents that made this year a success! 

 Another reminder that registrations are still being accepted 

for the Summer Catholic Academy.  Please call the parish 

office for information.  Religious Education registration is also 

being accepted in the parish office.  Now is the time to sign up 

so we have books and supplies ready in September.  Finally, 

registrations are still being taken for St. Agnes Catholic School. 

Call the school office for information or to have Mrs. Hamilton 

take you or an interested friend on a tour! 

 Next weekend is the Collection for Retired Priests.  Please 

be as generous as you can.  What would we ever do without Fr. 

O’Mara?  It is important that we keep our retired priests active 

and healthy!  We all thank  Fr. O’ and all retired priests for their 

leadership and thoughtfulness through the years. 

(Continued from page 1) 

thinks her nephew is a priest. To ensure his inheritance, he 

begins wearing a Roman collar when he visits her. He not only 

enjoys how people treat him as he dresses as a priest (Can I 

check your oil, Father? Would you like more coffee, Father?”), 

but he also begins to enjoy how he treats others. He finds that 

he is more beneficent—kindly toward people, more helpful, 

understanding. And other things change, too. He starts to drink 

less, stops “fooling around,” wonders at the purpose of his life, 

begins to think maybe there is a God and that Christianity is 

more than foolish superstition. What starts as fakery begins to 

change him. 

 Christ “put on” the vesture of human beings so that 

we could become like Christ. We may have to fake it. But if 

we put on Christ, if we wear Christ on the outside, we may 

find that we have become more Christ-like on the inside. As 

the ancient acclamation sings, “You have put on Christ; in 

Him you  have been baptized. Alleluia!” 

Stewardship of Treasure 

Week of   May 25, 2014  
 

  Budget:       $10,000.00 

  Actual:          6,737.70 

         -  3,262.30 
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Discipleship 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 He was lifted up,  

 and a cloud took him from their sight.  

     — Acts 1:9 

 

 

The Dominican Sisters of Springfield, IL would like to 

invite female students entering 6th grade to entering high 

school to attend Dominican Faith Camp July 27-29th at 

Sacred Heart Convent in Springfield, IL! The weekend 

adventure includes crafts, games and food in a Catholic-

filled environment where girls can meet and pray with 

the Sisters.  The registration fee of $50  

includes room and board and all  

activities. Register online at... 

springfieldop.org.   For more info con-

tact Sr. Teresa at  

srteresa@spdom.org or 708-207-1874. 

Dominican Faith Camp 

 

The Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass will be held on  

Sunday, September 14th at 2:45 PM at Holy Name Cathedral, 

735 N. State Street, Chicago. Couples married in 1964 inter-

ested in attending this celebration should contact the parish 

office to register, 709-2694. Further information is available in  

Marriage & Family  Ministries Office at  

312-534-8351 or at www.marriageandfamilyministries.org. 

Golden Wedding Anniversary Mass 

 

You’re invited to the Dedication/Concert/Prayer Service of 

our beautiful pipe organ!     Sunday, June 8th     2:00 PM 

Thanks be to God!   Please join us for this lovely afternoon 

of music, prayer and fellowship. 

Light refreshments served afterward in Isaiah Hall. 
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Readings for the Week 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Jesus tells the disciples that they will be wit-

nesses to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:1-11). 

Psalm — God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a 

blare of trumpets for the Lord (Psalm 47). 

Second Reading — May the Father of glory give you a Spirit 

of wisdom and revelation (Ephesians 1:17-23). 

Gospel — Jesus instructs the Eleven to baptize and teach peo-

ple of all nations (Matthew 28:16-20). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, Interna-

tional Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab;  
 Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21;  
 Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-36ab;  
 Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11;  
 Jn 17:20-26 
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab;  
 Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5, 7;  
 Jn 21:20-25 
Sunday: Vigil: Gn 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or  

 Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5; Ps 104:1-2a, 24, 35c,  

 27-28, 29bc-30; Rom 8:22-27; Jn 7:37-39  

 Day: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34;  

 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23 

With thanks for the little acts of kindness that make the days 

fly by....to Laura Berg for her “mohawking skills”...to Rita 

Rangel, Mariana Gil and Francesca Gutierrez  for helping in the 

school library...to Home & School for the school fun day...and 

the list continues... 

With Kind Thoughts 

Are you homebound because of illness, disability, or 

age? Are you residing in a nursing home? 

 
We would like to keep you connected to the parish family by 

visiting you and bringing you the Eucharist. We are the  

Ministers of Care of St. Agnes parish, prepared and commis-

sioned through an Archdiocesan program to serve you in these 

situations, be they temporary or long-term. But we cannot re-

spond to your need unless you make us aware of it. Hospitals 

and nursing homes do not notify us about your admission or 

discharge. Privacy laws restrict them from doing so. So please 

let us know of your need, or the need of a family member, by 

calling the parish office. 

In Sympathy 

 

 

  Please pray for the repose of the soul of: 

 

             Rev. John Cassidy 

 

 May he rest in peace. 

Sick  or Homebound? 

St. Irenaeus Rummage Sale 

Visit our friends at St. Irenaeus in Park Forest on June 7th and 

8th for their rummage sale!  On Saturday there will also be a 

car wash and bake sale.  Saturday hours, 9 AM -3 PM and on 

Sunday stop in between 10 AM and 

2 PM.   St. Irenaeus is 

located at South Orchard Drive and  

Indianwood Blvd. 

Priest’s Retirement Collection 
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Liturgy Corner 

...Year of Strong Catholic Parents  

                                                                        Morning star 
 At the end of the Exsultet, that long and lovely prayer with which we blessed the 
Easter candle on Easter eve, we heard the minister sing:     May the morning star which 
never sets find this flame still burning: Christ, that Morning Star, who came back from the 
dead, and shed his peaceful light on all humanity….. 
 Have you ever been awake early enough to see the morning star? It is the bright-
est star of the moment just before dawn. It’s not the sun, but it brightens the sky and 
brings the dawn, in which the sun rises and sheds light everywhere freely. 
 The Exsultet here compares Christ, the Son of God, to the morning star, and God 
the Father to the sun itself. Christ, now risen from the dead, will never die again. Remem-
ber how in the account of the passion that we heard on Good Friday that the sin was 
blotted out when Jesus died. Old works of art show the sun covering its face in sorrow 
and in pain. But God’s love is stronger than death, and so the morning star returns to the 
night sky, and day begins to dawn. 
 As we gave thanks and praise to God. the Exsultet is addressed to the first person 
of the Trinity -  we asked to be faithful. We asked that this great candle may keep burn-
ing as we kept our all-night vigil on Easter eve. It’s a very poetic way of asking God to 
help us stay awake and do the church’s work of baptizing, anointing, breaking, pouring 
and sharing. And we did it! What a night it was.  Light of 
Christ!  Thanks be to God! 
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REGISTRATIONS ARE STILL BEING ACCEPTED!         CALL TODAY FOR INFO! 


